
RICE MM Frederick 

 

Serjeant 18 Company Labour Corps 

Service Number 10714 

formerly South Staffordshire Regiment 13713 

Date of death 1st December 1922 

The 1901 census shows him as a 9 year old born & living in Tollesbury. He married 

Emmie Lewis and they had one child, Gladys. Gladys married Bill Morrell son of Joseph 

Morrell MM. Fred was one of the early group to join up at the outbreak of war in the 8th 

Battalion South Staffordshire Regiment . He went overseas 14th July 1915. He returned to 

Tollesbury but was extremely badly wounded having lost a large section of his back The 

Doctor said he would never work again & a garden seat was made for him from half a 

dinghy, such that he could sit in the garden for the last time left to him. His death was 

shown as TB, which would have precluded his wife receiving a War Widows Pension.  

However, Dr. Salter (of Tolleshunt D'Arcy) fought the case and Fred's widow was granted 

the pension. 

Labour Corps were formed in January 1917, the Corps grew hugely and by the end of the 

war numbered some 389,900 men (more than 10% of the total size of the Army). Of this 

total, around 175,000 were working in the United Kingdom and the rest in the theatres of 

war. Labour Corps units were often deployed for work within range of the enemy guns, 

sometimes for lengthy periods. In April 1917, a number of infantry battalions were 

transferred to the Corps. The Labour Corps absorbed 28 ASC Labour Companies then in 

existence between February and June 1917.  In the case of the 8th Battalion of The South 

Staffordshire Regiment disbandment occurred 

28th Feb 1918.  The soldiers were transferred from to 2/6th, and 7th South Staffordshire 

Regiment and to the 7th Entrenching Battalion. It is probable that Fred was transferred at 

this time. His Military Medal is not recorded with the South Staffordshire Regiment And relates to events with 

his new unit. 

    In the crises of March and April 1918 on the Western Front, Labour Corps units were used as emergency 

infantry. The Corps always suffered from lack of transport, many inexperienced officers and troops of low 

physical grade. 

{London Gazette 13th September 1918  :- "His Majesty has been graciously pleased to award the Military 

Medal to the under mentioned Non-commissioned Officers & Men" :-10714 Serjeant F. Rice Labour Corps 

(Tollesbury Essex)} 



 

Fred as an insert with wife & daughter; Fred as a Lance Corporal with his mother 

 

Military Medal; 1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 

 

His medal was broken when his wife Emmie threw it across the room and exclaimed "What good is that to me? 

All I wanted was my husband" 



 

 He is buried in the  Cemetery: TOLLESBURY (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD 

His name is not  recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's  Tollesbury 
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Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


